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necessary institution, when, for example, both parents are
dead, or when both reside abroad, or when the character of
the home makes the decent upbringing of children impossible.
The controversial issue is really confined to the question how
far the boarding school is justifiable, when there is nothing to
prevent the boy or girl from living with the parents and
attending a good day school. In some families the question
may be regarded as absolutely settled by the tradition of many
generations; in others it is settled by what is more appropriately
called fashion. A popular novelist describes an occasion on
which an Oxford freshman was asked in a company of public-
school undergraduates what school he came from. His reply,
that he came from a certain great day school, was received in
pained silence, as if he had said he was illegitimate. Such are the
forces of tradition and fashion in the families of the well-to-do;
forces about which it is futile to argue. An ardent democrat, or
rather leveller, which is not quite the same thing, resents the
resultant maintenance of a caste. A person of more moderate
views might approve of a system which lends variety to our modes
of education, and which at its best tends to the conservation of a
certain high type of manners and of character* A more funda-
mental problem is the effect of the boarding school upon the
home, for the boarding school does mean the temporary break-
up of home life. It may be held to rob the parents of an
important part of their own education as adults, and of the
opportunity of ever really knowing their children as they might
have known them. It may also have a curious and permanent
effect upon a person's view of the other sex. This effect is seen
at its height when a boy without sisters attends a boys' boarding
school, and proceeds to a college for men only. A person who
has reached manhood's estate with very little knowledge of
any girl or woman except his mother has missed an essential
item of a really well-rounded education.